SHALOM REFLECTIONS AUGUST 2007 Ciaran F.Kane SJ

3 Friday FRIDAY, Week 17 of Year
Levit. 23: 1, 4-11, 15 -16, 27, 34 - 37
Ps 80: 3-6, 10 -11
Matt. 13: 54 - 58

A little knowledge is a dangerous thing, they say. The danger is that because we know
or understand a little, we can begin to think we know everything. And perhaps one
place where this is often clearly shown is in questions of religion. Who can really know
God ? Yet see how people argue, disagree, even fight among each other because
their understanding of God is different from other peoples’. The wisest and most saintly
of theologians have said that all their knowledge of God adds up to less than what a
devout, illiterate, hardworking peasant woman knows of God. And they’ve pointed out
that whatever we learn about God, we must then also say that it's not the whole truth.
God is so much greater and beyond the scope of our human minds, even a little
knowledge has sides to it that we haven’t begun to imagine or understand.

What we do know of God our Father has been revealed to us by Jesus, and we accept
this in faith. We still have very much to learn. But Jesus’ own relatives and townspeople
thought they really knew Jesus: he was the carpenter’s son, child of Mary etc. So they
could not accept or believe Him, because they thought they knew who He was. And our
attitudes ? God is in our world, and Jesus is among us: but are we listening to His
angels and prophets, the people that He speaks through ? Or perhaps we think we
already know ....

Lord, let your wisdom be with me to help me and to work with me.
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